Dear Parents

In just a few short weeks, we will be heading to The Woods @ Lake Placid for our 2026 Ranger Winter Camp, February 13-15. For those who are new to this experience, this weekend is a huge opportunity for the boys to learn about a wide variety of outdoor winter skills and safety items.

There are many exciting things happening over the course of the weekend, but the main highlight of this weekend is a true dogsled race with one minor changeup.  The boys will take the place of the dogs. The boys will pull a sled over a pre-marked course covering about ¼ of a mile. There will be a few different stops along the way where the boys must either answer questions regarding some various knowledge or perform a variety of tasks depending on the stop.

One of the other fun features of the weekend is the opportunity to learn how to safely spend a night in a snow hut built and dug out by the boys.  The boys and leaders work together to learn how to safely build this shelter and then construct it so that they can spend the night Saturday night in their shelter.  This is one of the requirements needed to complete part of the Winter Camping (silver) merit.

This camp is labor intensive, so we do ask that the boys be at least Discovery age (grades 3-5) or older.

Part of our Ranger Motto is that we are “Ready…Ready for Anything.”  To be ready for this adventure there are a few things that you should know.
1) Camp Phone Number: 218-746-3096
a) This is in case of any major incidents. Please let the boys experience the camp to the fullest if possible.
2) Things to bring.
a) Sleeping Bag - you’ll need one with as low a cold weather rating as possible.
b) Extra blanket or second sleeping bag - for layering when using the snow cave.
c) Ground Cloth or Pad - also to help keep the boys warm when sleeping outside.
d) Clothing
i) Long-sleeved T-shirts (3 minimum)
ii) Long Underwear/Underwear (3)
iii) Stockings (4)
(1) These should be wool or wool blend
iv) Pajamas
v) Shirts (3)
(1) Turtlenecks, sweaters, wool shirts - help layer for warmth
vi) Pants (3)
(1) Think warm and a change if they were to get damp
vii) Outdoor Coverings
(1) Jacket - parka type with a hood is best
(2) Hat - Cap with earmuffs or stocking cap
(3) Scarf
(4) Gloves or mittens - water repellent is best.
(a) Remember a spare pair!
(5) Optional
(a) Pillow, flashlight, shovel
(b) Money for sweet treats
3) All items need to be clearly marked either with duct or masking tape and marker.
a) We WILL have some tape and markers available if you forget, but it’s easier if done before you get there.
4) Required paperwork and money.
a) ALL people need.
i) Medical Release Form
ii) 75 dollars for the cost of the camp
b) ALL adults/persons over 18 must have an Adult Verification Form signed before they get to the camp.

This weekend is geared up to be a fantastic opportunity to get outside and hear from God.  Please encourage your boys to come ready to have a great time and have an experience with their Creator.

With God’s Help


Mike Severson
JLDA Camp Coordinator
2026 Winter Camp

