Hope Devotional
Welcome and thank you for being a prayer partner!  
We all have things in our lives that we have hoped for, some of those things we received and others we did not.  When I was young, I always hoped I would get this Weeble Wobble treehouse toy.  They were these egg-shaped toys that wobbled.  I never got the tree house and yet I remember that toy and not a lot of the toys I did get.   I also remember hoping for something to play with my Barbies and one year my grandparents gave me a Barbie camper.  That was one of my very favorite toys ever.
*Share something with your prayer partner that you have hoped for, maybe as a child, but didn’t get.  Then share something you hoped for and did get.
*What were some of the things you hoped for?
We all have things we hope for in life but often they are much bigger than a toy, a pet, etc.  They are often things like I hope someone gets healed, my parents wouldn’t fight so much, my kids serve the Lord, or I hope that someone doesn’t make fun of me, that they accept me.  Often our hoping leads us to a desperate feeling or place.  
*When I say hope what words come to mind?  
Definition:  A feeling of expectation and desire for a certain thing to happen.  
Psalm 42:5 “Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior, and my God.”
When we think of the word Hope we often are hoping for something or hoping for something to happen in the future, but we are not necessarily thinking it will.  Ordinarily we use hope to express uncertainty.   I did a little research on Biblical hope.  Biblical hope is a confident expectation and desire for something good in the future.  Biblical hope not only desires good for the future – it expects it to happen.  
Hope in God is not just wishful thinking.  Hope in God means to expect great things from God as He has proven His character in the Word of God.  He has proven Himself faithful.  
But God is not just a genie that you can rub, ask for 3 wishes and get it.  Yet, we often think of God that way.  We often don’t think of asking God for the little things as we want to save it for the 3 wishes He will grant us.  Often times we think that if we ask He is going to give us what we want and if He doesn’t then He must not really love us or care about us.  
Biblical hope has moral certainty in it.  You see moral certainty is based on the character on ones’ will and the graciousness of God’s will.  Often the things we pray for involve ourselves and other people and the choices we make.  Do we choose to put our hope in God?
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”
Hope is the part of faith that focuses on the future.  Biblical faith is a confident expectation and desire for good things in the future.  Hope is an essential part of faith.
*Can you think of Biblical examples where people hoped for something?  
Abraham – son, Hannah – son, Joseph – freedom, Rahab – to be saved
Abraham was too old to have a child.  His wife was barren, which means she had no children.  Yet, he was promised to be the father of many nations. Whenever faith in God looks to the future it can be called hope and whenever hope rests in the Word of God it can be called faith.  
Biblical hope is never based on what is possible with man.  Biblical hope looks away from man to the promise of God.  And when it does, it becomes the full assurance of hope-the expectation of great things from God.  The key is that Biblical Hope is based on a promise from God – those are the things we can be sure of.  We can be sure that God wants your parents to love each other and not fight, but that is dependent also on their choices.  We can be sure that through our prayers God will keep working on their hearts.  We can be sure God will never leave us.  We can be sure God want everyone to be well and healed.  We can pray for healing but know that God is good and does what is best, sometimes that best doesn’t seem best to us.  We can Hope in Christ because He has shown Himself faithful and will do good to us and for us.  
Hebrews 6:11 “We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized.”
Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
My Hope in in God.  I can trust His character.  My hope in not in another individual.   Through prayer and praising God, I have hope.  
I will again read:
Psalm 42:5 “Why, my soul, are you downcast?  Why so disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and my God.”
Share with each other something you want to have Biblical hope for and pray together.

