Contentment Devotional
Items needed: small bowl for each pair, large bowl of candy
Thank everyone for coming
Open with prayer
We have had a wonderful year with very wonderful students.  
*Girls, can you share something you learned or enjoyed this year?  Speak loud enough for everyone to hear you.
Give each group a small bowl and place a large bowl of candy on the table.  Give your prayer partner the smaller bowl.  When I say “Go,” you may go get one piece of candy, run to your bowl and drop the candy in, and then run back for another.  Don’t eat any now; just take one candy at a time to your bowl.  Now here’s the tricky part, I’m going to set the timer.  You won’t know how long I’ve set the timer for.  If you are touching your bowl at the exact second the timer goes off, you can keep all the candy in your bowl.  But it you’re not touching your bowl, you’ll have to give up the candy.
Start a timer. When the timer goes off, yell freeze.  Have those who were not at their bowls pour the candy they had gathered back into the larger bowl.  
Don’t eat any candy yet!
*What did you like or not like about this activity?
*Do you think it is a fair game?  Why or why not?
*Is it easy or hard for you to be happy for someone who gets to keep the candy?
*Who gave you the candy?
*Why do you feel like it’s not fair for me to take away the candy?
*Read Luke 12:13-21
*What happened in this story?
A rich man had a large crop and wanted to keep it all.  He tore down his old barns, built new ones, and figured he’d have an easy life from then on.  Unfortunately, he died that night, and all he had was useless to him.  He laid up treasure for himself and was not rich towards God.
*What does rich towards God mean to you?
*What do you think Jesus want us to learn from this story?
Not to be greedy; that no things last forever; we shouldn’t put our faith in money or things we own.  All we have has been given to us by God and we should use what we have for His purposes.  
*What does this story have to do with our game with the candy?
We shouldn’t be greedy.  
*I gave you the candy so should you be upset to give it back to me?  
*Did you cooperate with each other when getting the candy or was it about getting enough for yourself?
In life people are often concerned about gathering material possessions, instead of consulting God on what to do with what God has given them.  People often do not want to give God their tithe because they look at it as their money, not giving God back a portion He has given us.  Just as God gave the rich man a big crop and took it away, so God can give to us and take away from us.  It’s not up to us to say what’s fair.  God wants us to be thankful for what we have, trust in Him not in what we have, and to use what we have for God’s purposes.  
Personal example:
I remember one time when a friend came to my house for the first time and she said, “You are so lucky to live in such a nice house.  Why is it that you have this nice house?”  She wasn’t trying to be mean but was struggling with where she was at financially in her life.  It made me give it some thought.  I wasn’t lucky, I was blessed.  I had not always lived in a nice home.  Most of the years I was growing up I had lived in a trailer house or in a low-income housing apartment.  But I can tell you where I lived did not determine my happiness.  I was blessed with the home I live in now to be used for whatever God wants.  Our home is always open to anyone.  We host Bible studies, youth activities, and have visitors almost every month.  My point is that wherever you live or whatever you have is not what brings you joy but the joy comes from God and using what you have for Him; just being content and not greedy – not wanting to store up stuff on this earth just to use for your own pleasures but to bring others to know Christ in a deeper way.  It is not wrong to have stuff – it has to do with how willing you are to give it back to God to use for His purposes.  Remember God gives and He takes away; He is a holy God, and He gets to do the choosing.  
*Are you willing to give anything you have back to Him?
Paul had endured many hardships, but he had also lived a wealthy life when he was a Roman persecuting Christians.  This is what Paul wrote while he was in jail:
Philippians 4:11-13
*What does Paul’s attitude seem to be?
*Could you say these things if you were in prison? 
Let’s read more of what Paul says about being content:
I Timothy 6:7,8
I encourage you to be content with what God gives you and to look for ways to give back to God and use what you have to serve God.
